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Rallies, flag hoisting, cultural festivities mark
Independence Day in twin cities

Leaders, youth vow
to safeguard country’s

sovereignly

By Bakhiawar Mian & Aamir Yasin

TSLAMAPRATYRAWATPINTT: The
78ch Independenco Day was obsorwved
in the twin civies of Tslnmabmd wndl
Rawalpindi on Thursday with rallics,
culivral evenis, and 1rilwies 1o miare-
tyrs, rencwing the pledpe o safe-
punnl Pokisians heritawe, coliore,
and soverciEnry.

Tre Ranwarlpireedi, thie day Tesgann with
special prayers in mosgues, churches,
arl ol her plices of worship for the
connlry's stability. The residents of
L3 iscm Cly celelmrm el
Independence Lavy with traditional
Fervoner el rnlies, semimrs and Dunc-
tiona of Hag hodaring and cake corming.

Regidenrs thronged sralls selling
minionn]  Tlags,  bodees,  rilsbons,
masks, and bandanas, Strects, vehi-
cles, nuildings, @md markets were
docorared with faps, buncings, and
eleciric lighis, while many  wre
groch-and-whire atrive,

In the evening, families torm out in
larpgennmbersra padesand pabdlic plees.
Fireworks I up Taaqued Bagh, which was
arpanisad by the district administration
Porks aried Florticuh are Avthoril y (PHA)
Rawalpindi. Flag-hoisting ceremonies
were held in government departments
and by loeal assoctarions.

The mnin ceremony tonk place at
Covernmont Yigorun Nisa Post Gradualte
College, attended by MNA  Tahira
Anrangesly Coenim fssioner Aamir
Khartalk, and Depaty Commissioner D
Hassan Wagar Cheema.

The chief gnest ar the coremony,
PML-N leader and MNA  Tahira
Aurangzel, expressed thar ciiisens

FRIME Minislar Shehbaz Sharil stands In respect alter holsling National Flag
&t Pakistan Monument in Islamabad on Thursday, — White Star

should play a constructive role in tho
conniry's development. “Char Torefn-

thors made a historic strugele for
frocelom onder the sealous leadership

of Quaidi-Azam. It is the reward of
this strugele and endless sacrifices
that we are free today,” she added,

Recalling the suerilices of The [ree-
dom movement. “Proedom was not
given an a plate, bul earned by bear-
ing hardships and sacrificing lives,”
she stared, stressing that the youth
are e nation's gresl est dssel.

Commissicnor Khattak said respect-
iy the matdam] Maxg dsn collective duay,
while DC Checma poted rhar Anonss 14
s oA duy o renew the pledge o
arrergthen the counire

Separstely, a1 1the Boaard of
Intermediate anid Secondary
TFilvacai inn {BTSE Hinwalpindi,
Chairman Mohammad Adnan Ehan
hoisted rhe Tlag and prayed for the
DATION'S prosperiny.

Pir Mahr Al Shah Arvid Agrical ure
Lniversity marked the day with a
plantast on drive, cake cutling, aml
Hap-hoisting, Viee Chaneelloy v
Damar-ueZaman  snid 1the occasinn
honours the vatdon's endaring strog-
o and resilicnes, and called for con-
tribaiticns townrd Pakistan's progreis,

The "onjab Council of the Arts
(FITCAR)Y  in  eollaboration  with
APDPEMA, orpaniscod a vibrant cove-
momy with naliona] songs, speeches,
and a rablean competicion under the
theme “Markni-Hag" MPA Shazia
Rizwan wis the chilef guest and odis-
Tribired prizes among winners,

sl msalss] celelmat ions

Speaking at a ceremaony at Lok Virsa
toy vk the oocasion and Marka-1-1lag,
Federal Minister for National Heriiage
and Culroro, Aarangsoly Khan Ehichi,
saicl  Independence Day oot anly
reminds ws af the value of fresdom and
tlwe saorifices made o achiove it bt
also renews our pledge 1o safeguard the
contrys identity. “Prorecring inde-
pendence is impossible withaot saeri-
fice and unity, and the emire notion

stands like a wall for the defence of the
motherland” he sald

The mindster visited a photo exhibi-
viesr i el progremmes  dedi
cared o Marka-o-Hag and landed
affarisioshowease Pakisian’s hisiory,
He emphasised that oor colture is
rosed el b thonesands of years of history
amd s a vital part of ouar identiny
Purthermonre, Parliamentary
Becretnry Farnh Max Akl Secrelary
Narional Hevitage and Culore Asad
Rebman  Gillani,  ond  FExecunive
Mrecror Lok Viesa L Wagas woere
also pressin an 1Tis eocasion,

"articipants paid oribute to mar-
iyrs of Pakistan-Trdin conilicis, real-
fArmed their comminment o narfonal
werity, el vowed (oo thwart hosiile
desgipns agakns the counrey.

Cultural showease ot PNCA

Pakistan Mational Comeil of the
Aris (PNCAS, in collabomtion with
the Palkdatan Culmral Vorom and e
Dircerorare of ldeology, Pakistan,
hosted a grand evern femuring musi
il porfarmances, talleaux, and cil
tural presem@tions, Remowned @
ists, incloding the Hariz Bazmi Group,
Ruaasta Band, Rahees]l Mostafn, Liva
Faras, lumaira Younis, and tho
Ehushok Group, showeased the conne
w8 enlroral divessiry.

MMA Farah MNae, sddressing the
gathering, praisad the arts for unit
ing the miatiom o paid teilane Lo he
armed forces. ' Pakistan and frecdom
are blessings from Almighty Allah,
for whichh we offer gracitode wich
every breath, Our armed forces have
nol only defended our bDaridors Dt
alse  clevated Pakistan's honour
acrons the world,™ she sad.

PHCA programme concluded with
a cake cutting and a photo session
antended by dignitaries, artisra, and
guests, leaving the andience inspirsd
Ly tha display of natlonel pride.
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